
Developmental Milestones for Children Ages 2-5
Age 2

Speech: Children should correctly use the sounds “b”, “p”, “m”, “h”, “d”, and “n” in their spontaneous speech. Children at this age may leave off some of their middle and ending sounds, but this should be resolved between 2 ½ and 3 years of age. Children should be about 50% intelligible to an unfamiliar listener. 

Language: Children should use two to three word utterances (e.g. mommy car, ball go, read book, my turn), ask questions, label and identify known vocabulary (e.g. body parts, clothing, common toys), and follow basic directions without needing gestures.
Age 3

Speech: Children should correctly use the sounds “g”, “k”, “t”, “w”, and “y” in addition to the sounds they already have. Children should be about 75% intelligible to an unfamiliar listener.  

Language: Children should use and understand pronouns, answer “what” and “where” questions, understand state object function, understand negation (“not”) in sentences, use plural and possessive /s/, use and understand quantity concepts (e.g. all, some, none), and use basic sentences. 

Age 4:

Speech: Children should correctly continue to use the sounds that they have already acquired. Additional sounds that may be emerging include “f,” “s”, “z”, “ch,” “sh,” and “j.” Children should be 100% intelligible to an unfamiliar listener. 

Language: Children should use and understand qualitative concepts (e.g. tall, short), answer “why,” “when,” and “how” questions, use and understand color names, use and understand spatial concepts (e.g. in front, behind), and use adjectives while describing objects. They should be able to report about past events, exhibit reasoning skills, and predict events. Conjunctions (e.g. and, because, so, if) should be evident in their spontaneous language. Children should be able to appropriately interact with peers, use appropriate social language, and participate in classroom activities. 

Age 5

Speech: Children should correctly use the sounds “j,” “sh,” “s”, “z”, “ch,” “l”, and some “l” blends (i.e. “block”).  

Language: They should be using increasingly complex language and incorporating dependent clauses into their spontaneous language. Children should follow classroom routine with reminders, follow group directions, and stay on topic in discussions. Children should be using these verb tenses in their spontaneous language: regular past tense, irregular past tense, regular third person singular (i.e. “jumps”), and irregular third person singular (i.e. “goes”).  Narratives should make sense and follow a systematic sequence in time. 

**Children often have difficulty producing the sounds “r” and “th.” These sounds emerge later in a child’s speech development. We typically do not work on these sounds until about age 7.**
Information adapted from the Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation-2 Examiner’s Manual and the Preschool-Language Scale-4 Examiner’s Manual
